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Pfizer applies for 
vaccine approval 
in Argentina 
as government 
details targets
President Alberto Fernández says 300,000 could be 
vaccinated using Russian vaccine in next few weeks, 
followed by 10 million more by end of February.

Saturday, December 5, 2020  www.batimes.com.ar / #171

U
S pharmaceutical giant 
Pfizer has formally sub-
mitted documentation to 
the Argentine health reg-

ulators, requesting authority to roll 
out its Covid-19 vaccine. 

Health minister Ginés González 
García said he was confident the bid 
would be swiftly approved by the 
drug regulator ANMAT (Adminis-
tración Nacional de Medicamentos, 
Alimentos y Tecnología Médica), 
after Britain became the first coun-
try in the world to approve the same 
vaccine on Wednesday.

“If they approved it in the UK, I’m 
convinced that they have all the 
required documentation, but it 
doesn’t depend on me, it’s a techni-
cal decision,” the minister told Ra-
dio Rivadavia in an interview.

Pfizer, which developed its shot 
with German firm BioNTech, will 
present its case to ANMAT, Argen-
tina’s equivalent of the United 
States’ Food & Drug Administra-
tion, with documentation illustrat-
ing every stage of the vaccine’s de-
velopment.     

 The news came as President Al-
berto Fernández announced Thurs-
day that 300,000 of the nation’s most 
vulnerable people could be vacci-
nated using the Russian Sputnik V 
dose in the next few weeks, followed 
by 10 million more before the end of 
February next year. 

“This week we’re signing the con-
tract with Russia,” he said, speaking 
on El Destape Radio.

Continues on Page 8
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SuRROuNdING FRENCH 
tOuRISt’S dEAtH

Court in Salta convicts 41-year-old of manslaughter, 
holding him responsible for the death of French 

backpacker Mathieu Martin, who went missing in 
August 2018. The tourist’s family, however, say the 

judgement has not answered their questions.

From ‘unacceptable’ 
to ‘ashamed’ to  
‘great men’ –  
Racism scandal 
engulfs Pumas

RuGbY RACISm SCANdAl

J
ust a few weeks ago, Argenti-
na’s national rugby team were 
riding high after bagging their 
first ever win over New Zea-

land. The Pumas had scored a major 
victory over the sport’s greatest-ever 
team and the world was taking note. 
Over the past week, Argentine rugby 
has again found itself centre-stage 
– though sadly this time for the 
wrong reasons. 

The sport was plunged into crisis 
this week after the discovery of rac-

ist and xenophobic messages post-
ed more than seven years ago on 
social networks by key players, in-
cluding national team captain Pablo 
Matera. 

The news prompted outrage, 
the swif t suspension of 
three players and the 
skipper’s firing.  And 
then, just 48 hours 
later, after an almost 
unbelievable U-turn 
by the sport’s nation-

al authorities, the bans were lifted 
and the captain reinstated. 

Today, at the end of a turbulent 
week, the Pumas will take to the field 
in Sydney, hoping to shift the con-

versation back to what 
h app en s  on  t he 

pitch. The scan-
dal, however, re-
fuses to go away.
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T
he last few months 
have demanded a 
complete shift of 
perspective for mu-
s e u m s .  A l m o s t 

overnight, cultural institu-
tions across the globe were 
turned from vibrant settings 
for the exchange of thought 
and sharing of beauty to the 
safehouses of objects.

In Argentina, where sudden 
setbacks are not uncommon 
and often lead to creative solu-
tions, alternative online pro-
grammes quickly popped up. 
Yet for all the deserved praise 
for such initiatives, some of 
which were brilliant (and are 
still online on the museums’ 
websites), nothing can com-
pare to experiencing art in per-
son. Standing in front of a 
painting. Walking around a 
sculpture. Making associa-
tions between artworks placed 
near to each other. Or perhaps, 
for the regular visitor, recon-
necting with the works of art 
you love.

That possibility is now before 
us once again: museums across 
the country, including the cul-
tural staples of the capital, have 
reopened. Under strict proto-
cols, the public has been invited 
back to the Museo Nacional de 
Bellas Artes, MALBA (Museo 
de Arte Latinoamericano de 
Buenos Aires), Museo Moder-
no and Fundación PROA, 
among others. Visitors need to 
visit each institution’s respec-
tive website, where days and 
time slots can be reserved and 
you, and the rest of your house-
hold, can sign up for a visit. 

It is quite an experience – 

regulations allow for only a 
limited amount of visitors, 
which turns each trip into a 
near private viewing. You can 
be alone with Rodin’s Kiss or 
Rembrandt’s Portrait of a 
Young Woman at the Museo de 
Bellas Artes. There is time to 
see and read the fascinating 
new narrative of MALBA’s per-
manent collection. Or you could 
go see the Sergio De Loof ex-
hibit at the Moderno – which 
gained extra weight because of 
the artist’s death in March – and 
is now still on display, as the 
entire museum programme 
has been postponed. Or em-
bark, in peace and tranquility, 
on a walk around PROA’s ex-
hibit Crear Mundos, master-
fully showing the broad array 
of female artists the art space 
has worked with over the years.

Provided one is not looking 
for the social aspect of art 
events, visiting a museum in 
this new reality can be regard-
ed as something marvellous. 
Reserve in advance, let your 
temperature be taken, sanitise 
your hands, keep your mask on 
and follow the dots or lines on 
the floor, or the indications of 
the security staff – and you will 
almost have the museum to 
yourself.

Besides reinventing them-
selves as virtual platforms of 
and for art during quarantine, 
the real-life experience of mu-
seums has not changed much. 
Adaptations in curatorial plan 
have sometimes been neces-
sary in order to be able to guar-
antee distance between the 
onlookers – at the Moderno for 
instance, when searching for 

Liliana Maresca’s work, I 
learned it had been taken out, 
even though the wall text has 
not yet been adapted. Interac-
tive works have not been re-
placed though, so the audience 
is free to activate Julio Le 
Parc’s Forma en contorsión – 
but only after sanitising your 
hands with the spray left to the 
side the artwork. 

One temporary exhibit by 
young artist Santiago Iturralde 
could not have been more ap-
propriate, even though uninten-
tionally, as the exhibit opened 
in February: his paintings show 
museum audiences. People 
with their phones trying to take 
pictures of famous art pieces, 
avoiding the crowd in order to 
be in it. A shrill contrast to to-
day’s empty museum galleries.

At PROA, which reopened 
with a new exhibit, Adriana 
Rosenberg, the museum’s di-
rector, told the Times that the 
effect of the new regulations 
meant that “we had to drasti-
cally downsize the amount of 
works that we intended to 
show, which led us to rethink 
the exhibition.” Curators had to 
choose different works and de-
veloped new angles for an ex-
hibition showing art created by 
women, with their wide array 
of visual languages and takes 
on the world. She points to 

Marta Minujin’s work Leyendo 
las Noticias (“Reading the 
News”), which is a photo-series 
of the artist dressed up in news-
papers, including a newspa-
per-hood. She pretends to read 
the news, but she can’t. “We 
chose this work because of the 
space limits, but in fact it turned 
out well, as it is not such a well-
known work, and now, for 
once, it is being shown again,” 
explained Rosenberg.

The collection-less museum 
cleverly used its own exhibi-
tion archive to build from, and 
shows works by internation-
ally acclaimed artists includ-
ing Jenny Holzer, Mona 
Hatoum and Louise Bourgeois, 
aside a diverse and interesting 
selection of Argentine artists, 
such as Delia Cancela, Liliana 
Porter, Leticia Obeid and many 
more, which should be on dis-
play more often.

MALBA also re-opened with 
a new proposal. As you enter 
the museum, a line on the floor 
first leads the visitor to the sur-
realist world of Spanish Mexi-
can painter, Remedios Varos, 
and then to its newly curated 
permanent exhibit, which 
could be read as the new direc-
tor’s visiting card. Clearly, Ga-
briela Rangel researched the 
collection well – there are a 
host of works on display that 
had not been shown before. 
The masterpieces of the MAL-
BA – Frida Kahlo, Diego Rive-
ra, Tarsila do Amaral, Xul So-
lar and Antonio Berni – are of 
course still on display, but all 
placed in a way that invites you 
to (re)consider the origin of 
Latin American art. The altar-

like entrance centered around 
Joaquin Torres-Garcia’s Com-
position symétrique univer-
selle en blanc et noir is flanked 
by archaeological figurines, 
whose forms and shapes are 
unmistakably recognisable in 
his painting made thousands 
years later. Placed opposite 
photos of Leandro Katz’s Cath-
erwood Project – a reconstruc-
tion of two British 1850s expe-
ditions to the Maya areas of 
Central America and Mexico 
– it seems that this curatorial 
proposal encourages us to look 
deeper into our own roots.

The Museo de Bellas Artes 
did not open with a new take 
on their collection, despite 
having one of the largest col-
lections of Latin America, and 
enough hidden treasures, as 
their online course on women 
artists attets. During quaran-
tine, the museum also made 
catalogues of their exhibits 
(2016-2019) available online 
and disclosed an amazing ar-
chive of Leon Ferrari’s work, 
celebrating what would have 
been his 100th birthday. His 
Moon looms over you upon en-
tering to see the 16th to 19th 
century European and 19th 
century Argentine art, housed 
on the museum’s ground floor. 

For now this is the only floor 
open, as the museum takes it 
step by step. Learning from 
these first visits, the first floor 
might also reopen. The guards, 
outnumbering the visitors, 
make sure one follows the des-
tined route, and distance is be-
ing kept – not so much from the 
artworks, but from the other 
visitors, if there any at all.

COURTESY MALBA

CULTURE    ART & CULTURE

Cultural institutions are reopening their doors 
for pre-booked visits with Covid-19 protocols, 
and the new rules and reservation slots mean 
visitors can enjoy near private viewings of 
masterpieces in museums across the capital.

Welcome back 
to the museum

Entrance of the new permanent exhibit at MALBA; composition by Joaquin Garcia-Torres, surrounded 
by archeological figurines.BY SILVIA ROTTENBERG

Regulations allow for 
only a limited amount of 

visitors, which turns 
each trip into a near 

private viewing.

SILVIA ROTTENBERG

Rodin’s Kiss at the Museo Nacional de Bellas Artes.

COURTESY FUNdACIóN PROA

First Sala, with works by Mona Hatoum and Delia Cancela, among others.

PLANNING YOUR VISIT
•	 Museo Moderno 

Av. San Juan 350 
www.museomoderno.org

•	 Fundación PROA 
Av. Pedro de Mendoza 1929 
www.proa.org/eng/tu-visita.php

•	 MALBA (Museo de Arte Latinoa-
mericano de Buenos Aires) 
Av. Figueroa Alcorta 3415  
www.malba.org.ar

•	 Museo Nacional de Bellas Artes 
Av. Del Libertador 1473 
www.bellasartes.gob.ar
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lections of Latin America, and 
enough hidden treasures, as 
their online course on women 
artists attets. During quaran-
tine, the museum also made 
catalogues of their exhibits 
(2016-2019) available online 
and disclosed an amazing ar-
chive of Leon Ferrari’s work, 
celebrating what would have 
been his 100th birthday. His 
Moon looms over you upon en-
tering to see the 16th to 19th 
century European and 19th 
century Argentine art, housed 
on the museum’s ground floor. 

For now this is the only floor 
open, as the museum takes it 
step by step. Learning from 
these first visits, the first floor 
might also reopen. The guards, 
outnumbering the visitors, 
make sure one follows the des-
tined route, and distance is be-
ing kept – not so much from the 
artworks, but from the other 
visitors, if there any at all.

COURTESY MALBA

CULTURE    ART & CULTURE

Cultural institutions are reopening their doors 
for pre-booked visits with Covid-19 protocols, 
and the new rules and reservation slots mean 
visitors can enjoy near private viewings of 
masterpieces in museums across the capital.

Welcome back 
to the museum

Entrance of the new permanent exhibit at MALBA; composition by Joaquin Garcia-Torres, surrounded 
by archeological figurines.BY SILVIA ROTTENBERG

Regulations allow for 
only a limited amount of 

visitors, which turns 
each trip into a near 

private viewing.

SILVIA ROTTENBERG

Rodin’s Kiss at the Museo Nacional de Bellas Artes.

COURTESY FUNdACIóN PROA

First Sala, with works by Mona Hatoum and Delia Cancela, among others.

PLANNING YOUR VISIT
•	 Museo Moderno 

Av. San Juan 350 
www.museomoderno.org

•	 Fundación PROA 
Av. Pedro de Mendoza 1929 
www.proa.org/eng/tu-visita.php

•	 MALBA (Museo de Arte Latinoa-
mericano de Buenos Aires) 
Av. Figueroa Alcorta 3415  
www.malba.org.ar

•	 Museo Nacional de Bellas Artes 
Av. Del Libertador 1473 
www.bellasartes.gob.ar
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